The full operation of the Three Gorges Dam (TGD) has altered the downstream natural flow regime.
INTRODUCTION
The Three Gorges Dam (TGD) in China (Figure 1 Dong ). However, seasonal hydrological droughts, characterized by extremely low water levels, have been frequently occurring in this region, especially in Poyang Lake, since the TGD operation (Min & Zhan ) . The extremely low water levels and apparent shrinkage of the Hydrology Research | 47.S1 | 2016 great lakes were continuously observed in 2006 , 2007 , 2009 , and 2011 
DATA AND METHODS

Hydrological data
Daily water level and/or discharge (2006) (2007) (2008) (2009) (2010) (2011) for modeling results validation, e.g., Xingzi in Poyang Lake.
The reservoir water level of the TGD, inflow discharge into the TGD, and its outflow discharge data (2006) (2007) (2008) (2009) (2010) (2011) were acquired from the online platform of the China Three Gorges Corporation (http://www.ctg.com.cn/inc/sqsk.php).
Hydrodynamic model for the Middle Yangtze River
Various types of models based on physical mechanism or data are popularly used in the hydrological community. Figure S1 , available with the online version of this paper).
Particularly, the river-lake interactions are elaborately considered in this model, which allows us to make a robust hydrological analysis in this complex river-lake system. The previous study (Lai et al. b) showed that the CHAM-Yangtze satisfactorily simulated the major hydrodynamic processes with significant seasonal changes and strong river-lake interactions in this water system. Main parameters of the model, such as terrain data, roughness coefficients, etc.,
can be referred to in the literature (Lai et al. b) . against flow direction from the lake mouth. This resulted in a complex spatial pattern of the TGD's impacts on Dongting Lake that can be generalized as strong impact in the north and east, and weak impact in the south and west.
Accelerated river recession and prolonged dry season 
CONCLUDING REMARKS
The TGD's impact on the complex flow regimes in the 
